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The Kanarese Country. The population speaking
Kanarese is about ten millions. The extent of country
in which it is now the vernacular is shown in the map
at the end of this volume. It includes} the whole of
Mysore, the western half of the Nizam's Dominions
and the southern (so-called c< South Mahratta and North
Canara") districts of the Bombay Presidency, together
with the districts of South Canara and Bellary in the
Madras Presidency. With the exception of the Western
Ghats and the strip of land at their feet, the whole of
this tract is an upland plain from 1,200 to 3,000 feet
above the sea, with a flat or gently undulating surface,
draining off to the East.
In the Kavir&jamarga (A.D. 850) the Kanarese
country is described as extending from the Kaveri to
the Godavari; which shows that the linguistic area at
that time extended further north than at present.
Inscriptions, manuscripts, local names and other
evidence prove that Kolhapur, where the chief language
now is Marathi, was once in the Kanarese area. Also
in Sholapur town and district there are many Kanarese
inscriptions. The northern limits of Kanarese were pro-
bably pushed back by the Maratha raids and conquests.
The Name of the Language. Kanarese is called by
its own^sons Kannada or Karn&taka. The English
name is a corrupt form derived from the early Por-
tuguese, who entered the country through what is now
known as North Canara, and spoke of the country and
people as Canarijs* When the English settled on the
East Coast, all South India, from the river Krislma to
Cape Comorin, was under the rule of a Kanarese
dynasty, reigning at Vijayanagar, and was known as
the Karriataka Realm. Hence the name "Carnatic"
has come to be popularly applied to the coastal plains
south of Madras, although these \are Tamil-speaking
districts and quite outside the Kanarese country proper.
Earliest Specimens. In a Greek papyrus of the
second century found at Oxyrrhynchus, in Egypt, occur
a. few words quoted from some Indian language, which
Dr. Hultesch thinks can be identified with Kanarese (See